reviewi

‘SECOND

The 5P2s from Opera are the latest
version of their SuperPavarotti floor-
stander. Will Simon Pope find them in

good voice?

e ot sn long ago in this wary
fine pournal, | encountered a
pair of slim foostanders

Traem the Cpera stable whode eom-
pact dimensions somswhat belied
their e, the SupePavaron,
Allegedly the great {in more ways
than one} man aven received 3 pair
25 a srall gesore Mhar they did have
in corrman with their namesake,
thoagh, was a full throaced seurd,
rech tane 2nd an wnrlstakably lolian
sobe, a5 demonstraed in theie fine
hardwaod cabiners. Unfike the man
hirmzeld, the S‘up!rF‘au:rcm‘_is Fiase nicowe
had 2 hic of a reshape and a changa
ta the voml chords.

The gorgeaus hardwood cabinet
remains (2 comaany tademark for
twelve years) but we now have an
clegantly rounded back in curved
boat mil ar "marine” fashion, fermed
fram & singhy plece of wood which is
loched o the frong bafite in the
hiallmark of time-honcared crafes-
manship - congue and groove fashicn,
Althaugh time censuming, this
mathad has found favour with Cpera
dus 1o qts excra rigidiny and structural
Incegricy, In addition 1o the fine
cabingt wiork, the SP2 has an adl
round axcellent finish, with Cperas
high qualizy ke godd plarad solid
brass (albaiz single wire) connectars,

The 'speakers are amached 1o a
Base plinth {again with qualicy
adjussable brass cones fitned) with
aacy spacing Tor the downward fiving
port to operave corvectdy This port
signiffies the owverall design of the 582
- the sama a5 Inthe origingl varsion-
which is known as a ‘double
asymmarric caviny loading configu-
ration, For the techaically challenged,
this basically means their are veo
LEparate, yet interconnected
charnless within the cabinet which
are of differing volume. The second
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(larger) af these
has the dowrward
firing port. Drrivers
wsed are high
guality; owo SEAS

| lem midibass
unies, Thase twa
Lnies operace
together at
[requancies belaw
100Hz. but abowe
this Fequency the
loweer unit is ralled
aff, The URRET Sng
takers covar
midrange duties up
e 15 kH alver
which & ScanSpeak
EEMIT Twesler
rakes over - a unit
rightly held in high
regard throughsut
the business,
ncidertaly.

The crossowver
irsedf defiberately emplops & minimum
af compenents but what it daes s
ar'e close talerance for suitable
fractching.

Listening was carned cut using a
Meridan 50624 C0 player matched
with Quad 1-Forty valee power amps
and 2 solid-state Meridan 555 200V
power armp. Freamp duties wene
devern oo Creek’s imvaluable passive
preamplifier, whilst Kimber and
Chord Comaany cabling was put inta
action.

Takes 2 serofl through any major
{or minor} lzlian cicy and you'll find a
certain amount of Englishness in the
appearance of certain individuals. It's
a well known fact that continentals
SECM T3 CArTY off wearing tradicionzl
Engli;h attire far better than those
whe |o was orignally designed o
enrcbe, It seems thac loudspeaker
design i= going this way, oo A the
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likes of Tanncy and KEF 2im far a
wider ranging dynamic 20d mone
immediate sound, e the likes of
DOipera are harkening back to the days
of the Leak sandwich and classic
“Wharledale designs. Yes, there
perhaps maore air and space here
than we associate with these chssic
English medeis ke the overal appeal
is similar.

Enowing the gereral overall
trademark sound of Opsra | waan't
surprised to find the 5P2s had 2
warm and smoath appeal, totally free
fram sterilicg What this means s that
¥OU BEL & Cerain ameunt of
eelaration, bt it's @ the vale smp
rvcsulel - pleasant as opposed w
intruzive.What did surprise me
thaugh was the guality of the treble,
The ScarSpeak is 2 change for the
better when compared ta the unit @
the original modal, What this apen
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sowunding trebée doas is injecr a bit of
lif e thi gound, putting more
space and amblence inta recardings.
Playing an SACTH hybrid disc of a
fascinacng collection af Sidilian
mediewal songs on the Fore label
broughe impressve results. & good
sense of perspective and depth was
created, with the resoranc acostcs
of the recording venug superbly
retreated The raw vibrancy of the
perigd percussion {drums in
partcufar) and instruments was well
refayed, with an impressive amaunt of
detad in the upper frequencies and
midrange, John Codrrane's 'S Love
Supreme’ alie deronitrated that e
P25 ware comlortably at bome with
natural and well balanced acausse
macerial, giving an easy, warm
performance,

Km:-w'mg that it wouldn be &
marfiage made in heaven | pur the
§P3s through the trials of
Uriderwarlds "Push. , Lipstairs”, The
pumping electronic bass lines proved
o b a liede cut of sores bere, VWhilse
avbient ard acoustic bass ganl:"._

the dry, low ramblings of Underwarld
failed o materialise to their full efect
- n real surprise when the slim
cabies dimensions are cansidered.,
What these slim cabiness do brng,
though, i sherp imaging which is both
impressive yet natural, with good
depth of scurd stage, too, 35 Paul
‘Weller's briliantly mixed ‘Stanley
Raad' CO proved.

Thoge seaking impace abowve all
alse may not alweys apprecite the
5Pz buc chey Image almost perlecth
and hise an andearsg mosical quality
that many manufacturers have
sxonficed for sonic Breworks, The
new chaice of tweeter makns a big
difference. Like the rest of the Opara
range, and indeed lmlian hi-f in
general, the 3P2s aren's the type of
‘speakier that will male you jump sus
of your seat and get you air guitaring,
Sp'inalTap sryle Wyhars they impress
miost s with the ease @ which theyr
produce music, with not a hint of
edginess of scratch, Although
ultimately they saorfics 2 ke
exctement and bounce for
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refinement thiz & no bed thing and
thay are consequantly a good match
Tor smoath, sweet sounding gear such
25 vahve amps, or Meridian C0
playpars!

A owith the likes of say an
alecorostanic dassgn the attraction is
In the subtle desil and imaging, as
weell 25 the sound as an organic
whale, 25 opposed 1o hard-nosed
dynamics. That is non to say they lack
bzt ar drive, bocause they don'e
espacially when used Ina smallish or
mid-sized roam, bux those who
require ultimare clour 2nd depth may
find the 5P2s de not it the B On
the ather band, § you Favowr . £
rraditianal smoothness and warmitch ] e (IR |
these are well worth a lisen as they " Y
ara exrremely sasy to fve with, Bl &

Cpern 5P £ 100

LED

13 Richings Way
|

Bucks 5.9

Tei: DIT5] 457669

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

The Operas had surgrisingly goed
warrcal gsipersicn, meaning their
drive units were well matched in
tarms of plage respanse. The resalr
in practice is a consiszent sound
Troen o seated positon o walking
around the room, where the gar is
roaach higher. It's 2 useful but
UEEaminon property

Qur third-oceave analysis of
frequancy respense shows the
‘speakars measured fae from 40Hz
o MkHz, Muctsations at the low and
af cur anzhis being due o ronm
effocrs: Oeherwise the 5F1s sty
werthin a faw dB of Fatnesy righc
zzrass the audic band, from $0Hz o
20kHz - an Impressive resule
Haowever, parfact lamess points to
the: use af highly darmped cone
mazenaks that in practice cam sownd 3
limhs Ifeless, o there's a wade-off
hiere. Thi SP2 will sound detaifed
though, and Its por goes low, so it

should also have quite good bass (oo,
G this topic, the impedance curva
suggests che floor posidoned port
has 2 broad bass spacrruny and
anplies effective damping to the bass
cones arcand resonarce. This gives
the “speakers a far-ish impedanes
ourve that rises steadily from fohms
up to 10shms, giving an overall figues
of dokms under measyramant,
Thards wirtually no resctance in the
lead, smcept around bass resenance,
g0 the SFZ is an easy load, Sansitivicy
was mediocre, measuring 8348 SPL

scurd decailed 2nd zccurane, with
pood baze bt also 2 it less Baaly
than the best current designs, MK
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fram one naminal wat of inpuc The wazuaney [He)
Caatles in this issue managed %A | @@@ﬁ
by way of comparisen, with Dl
higher impedance, 10 wens it A onen, mey sning
- suTd ke hese o
more efficient. i S
Thie Opara 5Fs are well g Ve iousdepeier. Mot
engneerad They will be aasy o [irstenst o bowwesd
anduagh as an amplifier load, Dag aroend el the
although B0V sr more s o
ool Hoadbangos,
nieded They are likely e % G
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