Seconda hase

This elegant Italian floorstander opts for sealed-box bass loading

BEST BUY

HI-FICHOIGE

*

ﬁ!ODUCT Opera Seconda

TYPE Floorstanding loudspeaker

PRICE £1,295 per pair

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD):
24x102.5x31.5cm ¢ Weight: 25kg

@ 25mm fabric dome tweeter & 2 x 125mm
aluminium cone bass units ¢ Enclosure is
finished in a combination of leather and
real wood veneer & Sensitivity: 89dB

@ Impedance: 4 ohms (nominal)
CONTACT @ 01753 652669

& www.operaloudspeakers.com

the speaker system. However, one has to
wonder whether a two-and-a-half-way design,
which already has an additional drive unit to
supply extra bass, has any real need for ports
that do the same job rather
less effectively. The port
output might be a freebie, but
it comes with some unwanted
baggage, such as the one-note
tendency of any tuned port
versions, a scrambling of
phase relationships, and a
steeper (12dB/octave)
ultimate roll-off rather than
the 6dB/octave that applies
when the enclosure is a sealed
box. The enclosure here is
divided in half, so that each
cone driver operates in its own
sub-enclosure, and the sides
have some extra stiffening.
Sourced from Norwegian
specialist SEAS, the two main
drivers here look identical,
both having 180mm cast
alloy frames and 125mm
aluminium alloy cones. The
tweeter is also a SEAS unit,
using a 25mm fabric dome
diaphragm. Floor coupling is
unusual yet effective, with a
very hefty pair of 10mm spikes
just 9.5cm apart supporting
the front, while a much wider
28cm steel bar with brass-
headed and threaded spikes
ensuring good lateral stability.
Twin terminal pairs provide
optional bi-wiring and feed
a fairly complex crossover
network, with 12dB/octave
upper roll-off to the midrange,
and 24dB/octave high pass
feeding the tweeter.

pera loudspeakers is part of

a sizeable hi-fi manufacturing

operation based just outside
Treviso, in the north-east comer of
Italy. Opera itself is a specialist
speaker brand, but shares premises,
ownership and distribution with the
Unison operation, which makes both
solid-state and valve-equipped
electronics components. The factory
isn't far from the HQ of that other
UKD stablemate Pathos, whose
Digit CD player is tested next month.

The Seconda might be positioned a
bit above the budget price mainstream,
but at the very least the extra outlay
buys you an attractive finish and an
interesting shape. Available in cherry,
mahogany or piano black, the curved
sides of the Seconda expand
immediately behind the front baffle,
and then taper to a slightly narrower
back. This is pleasing to the eye, and
also helps to avoid focusing internal
horizontal standing waves. The front
and rear panels, as well as the top,
are all covered in leather that looks
and feels good, while adding a
modicum of damping.

If the finish and presentation of
these speakers is unusual, so too is
the bass-loading technique. This is a
sealed-box speaker, a type that has an
illustrious history, but is rarely seen
these days, as the overwhelming
majority of today's speakers are reflex
loaded, (or its close relation, the
transmission line). Port-loading has
the apparent advantage of
producing more bass output
‘for free’, through the tuned
resonance of the reflex port
augmenting the output of

SOUND QUALITY

It was no real surprise to find
that these speakers work best
when placed clear of walls.
The consequences of sealed-
bax loading are clearly
evident and mostly positive.
Measured under far-field in-
room conditions, the overall
frequency balance is remarkably well
ordered, from the deepest bass (-3dB at 20Hz
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