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Magnifico

Jimmy Hughes brushes up on his Italian with this ultimate dream combo

his month's Beautiful System hails

from Italy, and offers something

Tutto Italiano. Now that's not to
say the music sallies forth with a strong
Italian accent - definitivamente non. The
connection comes from styling and the
look and feel of each component.

LA DOLCE VITA
Yet, under-pinning everything is a
certain relaxed charm and confidence.
The three components that comprise this
month's Beautiful System are certainly
serioso, but (one hopes) not the least bit
disperato. Each has a stylish 'retro’ look
that oozes fascino and eleganza. But,
this system has substance and style.
The sound has that same relaxed
easy charm and insouciance; that
unexaggerated naturalness, allied to a
smooth, clear, well-balanced tonality
- no rough edges, no harsh jagged
corners. Yet also, there's immediacy,
clarity, and separation. The music
sounds clear, open, neutral - and very
true to life.

THE VOICE OF THE MOON
Sampling the Unison Research CD
player, before setting up the system,
revealed a veritable Maestro di
refinement. It sounded deliciously
smooth and homogenous with a
silvery-sharp musical presentation;
immaculately clean and groomed.
There was nothing showy or flashy
about the sound, yet clarity was
excellent — voices and instruments
exuding a quiet precision that ensured
the music was focused and articulate.
The sound wasn't falsely ‘busy". If the
music was simple, that's how it sounded.
But lots of fine detail could be heard.
The Unico CDE's analogue output is
slightly lower than average. This makes
the sound seem a tad understated -
even after raising amp volume levels,
but you can increase the output by
+9dB via a button on the back, giving
the sound a bit more punch and attack
Now in Mk Il guise, the Pathos
Classic One has long been a favourite

integrated among those with an eye for
performance and value. It's a tube/
transistor hybrid offering around 70
watts per channel output into eight
ohms (130 watts into four ochms), and
can be bridged to give 180 watts into
eight ohms (270 watts into four ohms).

VARIETY LIGHTS
The preamp circuit features two ECC83
tubes that glow nicely. The circuit is fully
balanced, operates with no feedback,
and is powered separately from the
power amp. Silver cabling is used
internally. The solid-state power amp
runs in Class A/AB, and during normal
use the chassis gets moderately warm.
The Pathos Classic One has an unusual
shape, being some 44 centimetres deep
from front to back — maybe even 55
centimetres deep if you factor in the
protruding knobs and cables at the back
- yet is only 23 centimetres wide. If a bit
impractical, the elongated shape lets the
tube preamp and solid-state power amp
sections be kept entirely separate.
Interestingly, the Pathos amp had a
similar sonic signature to the Unison
Research CD player, being smooth,
refined and well-balanced. While the
sound doesn't bristle with detail, this is
deceptive; the presentation is actually
very detailed and clear - it's just that
‘detail is not thrust in your face.

BEN EQUILIBRATO

No - not Manchester City's latest multi-
million pound signing, but the tonal
'signature’ of the Pathos Classic One.
Overall, the sound is very well balanced
in terms of bass/treble extremes. The
amp is not obviously 'toppy’, while bass
is firm and clear - tight and clean -
without being excessively lean.

The amp (and CD player) comes with
handsome wood-clad remote-control
handsets. The volume control is motor
driven and has an illuminated display
that runs from 0 to 99. The makers claim
the volume control's resistors are laser
trimmed for accuracy, ensuring perfect
left/right channel balance. @
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£2,195

CD player based around a
TEAC CD5010A Transport,
with Crystal C54392
24-bit/96kHz DAC and
Crystal 58420 digital
interface for reduced jitter
and audio data correction.
Tube output stage - 4x
ECC83 tubes.

E1.975,

Integrated tube/transistor
hybrid amplifier offering 70
watts per channel into eight
ohms. Has four unbalanced
inputs and one balanced
input, plus tape out.
Electronic volume control.
Preamp uses 2x'ECC83
tubes and has no feedback.

£2,880 plus £545 for
stands

Two-way reflex loudspeaker
featuring six drive units.
Unusual design with three
rear-mounted tweeters.
Cabinet made from solid
wood, plywood and MDF,
with high-gloss lacquer
finish in Chery or Mahogany.
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